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The immense water volumes of the high seas are largely responsible for the ocean role in climate 
regulation, represent an important reserve of planetary unexploited resources, and contain a remarkable 
patrimony of biodiversity. The international community committed to conserve and sustainably use this 
part of the planet and recently launched negotiations for an international treaty covering areas beyond 
national jurisdiction (ABNJ), under the auspices of the UN.
However, when moving the attention from the coast to the high seas, specific challenges arise. In 
contrast to the fixed topographical features of the coast, open ocean biogeography and ecosystem 
services are mainly tied to physical features like fronts and current systems, whose spatial range of 
variability, drifts under climate variability, and biophysical function, is not a trivial task. Other challenges 
arise in political sciences. Policies in the open ocean are not the competence of a single nation, but often 
framed by a complex and fast evolving multi-jurisdictional system, which involves multiple actors. 
Motivations behind political action are diverse, ranging from conservation to food security and extension 
of geopolitical influence.
The workshop will be part in French and part in English, and will consist in short talks followed by round 
table discussions.

REGISTRATION IS FREE BUT MANDATORY:  https://conservation-in-the-high-seas.eventbrite.fr
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(https://convention-services-climatiques.lsce.ipsl.fr ), avec le soutien du Ministère de la Transition Écologique et Solidaire, en partenariat avec 
le Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle
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